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Opening the window of his cell, he pointed to the immense church of Notre Dame,
which, with its twin towers, stone walls, and monstrous cupola forming a black
silhouette against the starry sky, resembled an enormous two-headed sphinx
seated in the middle of the city. The archdeacon pondered the giant edifice for a few
moments in silence, then with a sigh he stretched his right hand toward the printed
book that lay open on his table and his left hand toward Notre Dame and turned a
sad eye from the book to the church.

“Alas!” he said, “This will destroy that!”

- Victor Hugo, Notre Dame de Paris, 1482
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