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Supply and Operation of Small Libraries inside Apartment Complexes in Seoul

TIR| Ad*
A — o

Kim, Jin-Sung

Mx| S ®%

Sung, Jin-Uk

o=
cékTol—:’***

Yang, Woo-Hyun

Abstract

As of 2017, Small libraries in apartment complexes have expanded quantitatively without public support. And the
overall quality of service come to be low due to the operational difficulties. The scope of the study is to examine the
comprehensive aspects of the supply and operation of the library centered on the data of the Small Library Promotion
Act, Article 12 Small Library Operations Survey. The source of the data was the small library data of Seoul in 2016,
which is provided by the National Library Statistics System of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism. The subjects
of this study were focused on 141 small libraries in 926 small libraries in Seoul. The method of this study was a
statistical survey of the actual condition of small libraries. In addition, spatial location analysis was performed using GIS.
The main results are as follows. On the supply side, it is necessary to supply base and cluster themes rather than
supplying them individually in a single form when supplying large lots. In terms of operation, the library should have a
flexible operation management system to ensure continuous operation considering the demand and usage pattern of each
small library. Finally, institutional proposals need to be revised for small library supply laws.
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Figure 1. Supply of Small Libraries by Year and Average
Borrowed Books per Library in Seoul

Note. Data for this analysis was drawn from the Public Library Survey

from fiscal year 2013 through 2016.

Source. Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism (2017)
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Table 1. Establishment Standards of Small Library and Public

Library
. Facility

Classification Books

Area Seat
2

Small Library 33 m* or 6 seat or 1,000 books
more more or more

PublicLibrary 264m” or 60 seat or 3,000 books
more more or more

Source. Kim, Sung, & Lee (2017)
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Table 2. Detailed Area Standards of Small Library by Required
Community Facility

No. of Households Standard of Area

300-500 108 m” over
500-1,000 158 m? over
1,000-1,500 203 m? over
1,500 over 298 m? over

Note. It does not include areas such as entrance hall, break room,
corridor, restroom, and restaurant.
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Table 3. Status of Small Libraries in Seoul by Establishment as

of 2016
Public Sector Private Sector
Local
ivi ioi Total
Government & Ir;:hélrc(l)l:al 1;2101‘3:222 Apartment
Contracting Out P
411 156 153 141 861

Note. The research subjects are 861 which can acquire data in 926

Small Library

25 5km

Figure 2. Spatial Position of Small Library in Seoul

Table 4. Status according to Establishment Standards

Facilities

Classification > Books
Area (m”) Seats
All of Small Library
in Seoul (=SL_Seoul) 9.6 262 7,213
Small Library in APT
(=SL,_APT) 104.2 28.2 5,169
<300 733 242 3,809
300-500 84.0 25.4 4,416
No. of
Houscholds 500-1,000 101.7 25.6 4,943
1,000-1,500 1355 34.9 5,442
1,500 over 152.0 38.6 9,314
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Table 5. Spatial Relationships between Small Libraries in APT
and Public Libraries

Radius of Based on Public Library (m)

Classification

500 m 1,000 m 1,500 m
Averagf: Num.ber of 0.25 076 177
Small Library in APT (1.54) (5.87) (12.7)
(All of Small Library) ’ ' '
Average Distance from
Small Libraries Based on 326.3 592.3 779.8

Public Library(m)

Type A

N A \ A - Small Library

A 0 25  5km

Figure 3. Connecting Function of Facilites between Public
Libraries and Small Libraries in APT
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Table 6. Operating Days

Classification Weekday (5 days) Weekend (2 days)

SL_Seoul 83.2% 15.3%
SL_APT 80.1% 10.6%
Table 7. Operating Status
R SL_Seoul  SL_APT
Classification ~ - B/A
(=A) (=B)
Average book borrowing 6.426 4380 0.68
volume per year

Average number of users per day 27.7 19.4 0.70
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Table 8. Operator Status

P SL_Seoul  SL_APT
Classification (—: A) (;B) B/A
Full-time (%) 443 16.3 0.37
Part-time (%) 16.6 113 0.68
Register Volunteer (persons) 8.0 10.4 1.3
Non-Register Volunteer (persons) 5.7 6.3 1.1
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Table 9. Composition of Expenses
(Unit Measure: Ten Thousand Won/yr)

Classification SL_Seoul SL_APT
Cost of purchasing books 302 214
Labor costs 612 187
Other administrative expenses 450 147
Total 1,364 548
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Figure 6. Policy Direction of Supply and Utilization
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Table 10. Established Standard of Public Libraries

. Effective Targeted
Size of . Service Area L
. Service . Applicability
Library Radius(km) Population
(Ten Thousand)
Large 1~1.5 8~10 -
Medium 1 5~7 Yes
0.5~0.8 2~4 Yes
Small
less than 0.5 <1 -

Source. Korean Library Association (2013)
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Table 11. Concept of Medium Libraries

o8y A

As is

Service Overlapping of
Small Libraries

Public Library of
Medium sized and

Small Libraries: 1+
Service Distance:
1km(Medium)

Public Libraries of
Small sized and Small

Libraries: 2+
Service Distance:
0.7km(Small)
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Table 12. Operational Characteristics by Type of Small Libraries

Concept of ‘“+@’ Characteristics

Information Function of library function with many
gathering books
Customize resident Accept residents' opinion considering
characteristics residents

Geographical

location Variety of hours and accessibility

Characteristics of

Program lecture focused on communi
the program g v

Circles Space for residents' own activities
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